ANNEXURES

The functions of the CARA will be as follows: 

1. To act as the Central Authority with regard to Adoption matters as envisaged under the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in respect of Inter country Adoption, 1993. 

2. To act as a clearing house of information in regard to children available for inter-country adoption as well as for in-country adoption. 

3. To receive applications or copies of applications along with requisite documents (as prescribed by the Supreme Court of India in CRL (WP) No. 1171/1982 in the matter of Shri Laxmi Kant Pandey Vs. Union of India and Others) of foreigners desirous of taking Indian children in adoption through a recognized social or child welfare agency in the foreign country or through an organization owned or operated by the Government in that country. 

4. Whenever such applications are received directly by Central Adoption Resource Authority to forward such applications to one of the Indian social or child welfare agencies recognized by CARA for processing applications of foreign parents for adoption in the competent court. 

5. To coordinate with the State Governments for promoting in-country adoption and all other related adoption matters including regulation and monitoring of RIPAs and ACAs. 

6. To recognize/renew the Indian Placement Agencies as accredited bodies for processing inter-country adoption cases. 

7. To enlist/renew enlistment of foreign adoption agencies as authorized bodies to sponsor applications for Inter country Adoption of Indian children. 

8. To recognize/renew an Adoption Coordinating Agency (ACA) to promote Indian adoption. 

9. To issue “No Objection Certificates” in inter-country adoption cases. 

10. To receive particulars of children placed under ACA assistance from all the ACAs for the purpose of establishing a Central Information Pool on such children. At the same time, information relating to the number of prospective adoptive parents registered with ACAs will also be obtained. 

11. To receive periodical data in the prescribed format from Recognised Indian Placement Agencies (RIPAs) regarding children in their care and children placed in adoption, both in-country and Inter-country. At the same time, information relating to the number of prospective adoptive parents registered with them will also be obtained. 

12. To inspect and evaluate the working of RIPAs and ACAs through State Governments or any other agency or body constituted for the purpose. 

13. To call for annual audited statements of account from Recognised Indian Placement Agencies (RIPAs) and Adoption Coordinating Agencies (ACAs). 

14. To call for annual statements from Enlisted Foreign Adoption Agencies on Indian children placed by them in the prescribed format. 

15. To send yearly data to Indian Diplomatic Missions abroad in respect of Indian children taken abroad. 

16. To receive periodical reports about the progress of the children taken abroad by parents for the purpose of adoption in a Proforma prescribed by CARA from all Enlisted Foreign Adoption Agencies (EFAAs) in foreign countries through India’s Diplomatic Mission in the country where such agencies are located and to examine such reports and to take such follow-up action as deemed necessary. 

17. To organize and arrange periodical meetings of VCAs working in the field of adoption for discussing matters of common interest. 

18. To arrange sponsorship of children through community support by means of publicity and awareness programmes. 

19. To mobilize community opinion and community resources in furtherance of adoption of children in the country itself and take all other measures necessary for the promotion of in-country adoption of children as well as welfare of children generally. 

20. To arrange training programmes for social workers and other engaged in child welfare activity specially in the rehabilitation of children by means of adoption, and also to bring about standardization of training courses conducted by the voluntary agencies. 

21. To assist the courts cross-check or re-verify the information furnished to them by various sources including the placement agencies and scrutinizing agencies or to provide an independent advice in matters relating to adoption of children. 

22. To initiate action on any other activity relating to adoption as a child’s right to a family. 

23. To enter into bilateral agreement with Foreign Central Authorities wherever necessary as prescribed under the Hague Convention. 

24. To liaise with concerned Central Authority/other appropriate Authority, Enlisted Agency and RIPA in case of disruption of a child placed in inter-country adoption and to take action in the best interest of the child. 

25. To take suitable action against any recognised/enlisted agency on notice of any unethical practice in inter-country adoption or on violation of the present Guidelines and further, to request the competent authority to cause an inquiry/investigation and to take appropriate action against such defaulting person/Agencies. 
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Annexure II - List of Documents Required from EFAA
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List of documents required from foreign adoptive parents and Social or Child Welfare Agency enlisted by Government of India for consideration of an inter-country application of Indian Child 

a. Home Study Report* of the foreign adoptive parents prepared by a professional social worker of EFAA/person authorized by Central Authority/Government Departments. 

b. Recent photographs of the adoptive parents/family. 

c. Marriage certificate of prospective adoptive parents. 

d. Certificate of medical fitness of adoptive parents duly certified by a medical doctor. 

e. Declaration regarding financial status of prospective adoptive parents along with supporting documents, employer’s certificate/Income Tax Return Order and Bank references. 

f. Three reference letters from acquaintance/relatives regarding suitability of PAPs to adopt. 

g. Adoption decree of previously adopted child/children, if any. 

h. Police clearance report. 

i. Birth certificate/passport, as proof of age 

j. Approval of the Central Authority (suitability report – HSR). 

k. Documentary proof of citizenship/nationality of PAPs. 

l. Undertaking from EFAA sponsoring the foreigner to the effect that child would be legally adopted by the foreign adoptive parents according to the law of the country within a period not exceeding two years from the time of arrival of the child and as soon as the adoption is effected, the enlisted agency will send certified copies of adoption order each to all concerned. 

m. Undertaking from the EFAA that follow up report relating to progress of the child along with his/her recent photograph would be sent six monthly basis for a period of 2 years or until such time as the legal adoption is completed and citizenship is acquired in the receiving country. 

n. Power of Attorney from prospective adoptive parents in favour of office/official of RIPA in India which will be required to process the case and such Power of Attorney should authorise the Attorney to handle the cases on behalf of the foreigner in case the foreigner is not in a position to come to India. 

o. Undertaking from the EFAA to the effect that in case of disruption of the family of the foreigner before legal adoption has been effected, it will take care of the child and find a suitable alternative placement for the child with the approval of Central Adoption Resource Authority. After seeking the necessary approval from CARA, it will report alternative placement to the concerned Indian court handling guardianship proceedings with the help of concerned RIPA and such information shall be passed on to all concerned as per Para 6.7(b). 

p. Undertaking from the EFAA that it will pay adoption fee to the concerned RIPA as per para 5.17 of the Guidelines. 

q. Certificate from EFAA sponsoring application of the foreigner to the effect that adoptive parents are permitted to adopt a child according to the law of their country and the child will receive an entry permit/visa. 

Note: *Home study report should include Social status and family background; Description of Home; standard of living as it appears in the Home; Current relationship between husband and wife; Current relationship between the parents and children (if any children); Development of already adopted children (if any); Current relationship between the couple and the members of each other’s family; Employment status of the couple; Health details such as clinical test, hear condition, past illness, etc. (medical certificate, etc.); Economic status of the couple; Accommodation for the child; Schooling facilities; Amenities in the Home; Reasons for wanting to adopt an Indian child; Attitude of grand-parent and relatives towards adoption; Anticipated plans for the adoptive child; and Legal status of the prospective adoptive parents. 
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Annexure III - LIST OF DOCUMENTS TO BE SUBMITTED BY RIPA TO CARA FOR OBTAINING NOC

a. RIPA should apply on the format prescribed by CARA

b. All documents listed under Annexure-2

c. Child Study Report” duly accepted and approved by PAPs (notarized/ attested as per Para 4.1 Step I)

d. Physical Examination Report of the child duly accepted and approved by PAPs (notarized/attested as per Para 4.1 Step I) 

e. Proof of the child legally free for adoption (CWC certificate/copy of the surrender deed).


f. ACA clearance certificate (not required for NRI). 
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Annexure IV - Tentative Time Schedule for Placement of Children in Inter - Country Adoption

	Sl. No.
	Services to be rendered by concerned Agency/Authority 
	Proposed Time frame

	1.
	RIPA to place a child in domestic adoption 
	Within 30 days from the date on which the child is legally free for adoption.

	2.
	ACA to issue a Clearance Certificate 
	On 31st day in case of a normal child and within 10 days in case of a special needs child.

	3.
	CARA to issue NOC for inter-country adoption.
	Within 15 days from the date of receipt of NOC application from RIPA, complete in all respect.

	4.
	RIPA to file the case in the competent Court for an appropriate order after CARA NOC
	Within 15 days from the date of receipt of NOC from CARA.

	5.
	The competent Court to dispose the case 
	Within 02 months from the date of filing of application by RIPA, complete in all respect.

	6.
	The concerned Passport Office to issue passport for the child
	Within 10 days from the date of submission.
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